	Feature
	Direct Democracy
	Representative Democracy

	Who decides?
	All citizens directly.
	Elected representatives.

	Suitability 
	Best for small groups or towns.
	Best for large countries.

	Participation
	Citizens vote on every issue.
	Citizens vote for people who then vote on issues.

	Example
	Gram Sabha (village level)
	Lok Sabha (national level)



Direct Democracy
In a direct democracy, all the citizens take  part directly in making decisions and laws. Instead of choosing representatives, people vote on each law, policy or works best in small countries or local communities. Example: Switzerland
 Representative Democracy
In a representative democracy, people elect leaders or representatives who make laws and decisions on their behalf. These representatives are chosen through regular election. Citizens hold the power to replace their leaders if they are not satisfied with their performance. It is more suitable for larger countries Example India.

Parliamentary Democracy
In a parliamentary democracy, the Prime Minister is the head of government and is chosen from among the members of the elected parliament.  Example: India and Australia 
Presidential Democracy
In a presidential democracy, the President is directly elected by the people and serves as both the head of state and head of government. Example: The United States and South Korea 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

	Form of Government

	Who Holds Power

	How Power is Gained

	Key Features 
	Examples

	Democracy

	People (through elected leaders)

	Elections (free and fair voting)

	Citizens choose their representatives; freedom and equality are important; rule of law applies to all.

	India, USA


	Absolute Monarchy

	Monarch (King or Queen)

	Hereditary (from royal family)

	Monarch has complete control; no limits by laws or parliament; not elected by people.

	Saudi Arabia



	Constitutional Monarchy


	Monarch (symbolic) + Elected Parliament

	Monarch by birth; leaders elected

	Monarch's power is limited by constitution; real decisions made by elected officials.

	United Kingdom, Japan


	Theocracy

	Religious leaders

	Based on religious laws or appointment

	Government runs according to religious beliefs;  Laws come from religion.

	Iran, Vatican City, Afghanistan (under Taliban)


	Dictatorship

	One ruler (Dictator)

	Seized through force or manipulated elections


	No freedom; ruler has total power; media, law and army controlled by one person.

	North Korea, Nazi Germany (Hitler), Uganda (Idi Amin)


	Oligarchy

	Small group of powerful people

	Wealth, family influence, military or business control

	Power is in hands of a few; decisions benefit elites more than common people..

	Ancient Sparta, some modern business-led states








